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Identity of the Journal

About the Journal

The Saudi Journal of Special Education (SJSE)
is the first peer-reviewed journal in the Arab
world that specializes in the field of special
education and disability studies. The SJSE is
published by King Saud University Press (KSU
Press) which is the first university-owned
Press in the Arab world. The SJSE has
Associate Editors that are experts in their
particular areas. All The SJSE Associate Editors
are PhD professors and members of the
faculty of Special Education Department at
King Saud University which is the best and
the first of its kind in the Arab world. The SJSE
also has an international advisory editorial
board consisting of experienced and disting-
uished researchers in the field of special
education and disability studies.

Vision

Excellence in the dissemination of knowledge
related to the field of disability and special
education.

Mission

Provide an excellent knowledge resource for
individuals with disability or giftedness and
their families, professionals and practitioners,
policy-maker and administrators, and special-
ist and researchers.
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Aims and Scope

The journal aims to publish high quality peer-
reviewed research pertaining to the field of
disability and special education. Although the
journal focuses on the Arab region, the
journal also is looking to acquire
international status and become a global
interdisciplinary scholarly publication that
publishes contributions in both Arabic and
English from around the world on a variety
of topics. These topics include, but are not
limited to the following:

= Creativity and giftedness

= All Categories of Disability

= Prevention of Disability

= Early Intervention

= Diagnosis and Classification of Disabilities
= Rights of individuals with Disabilities

= Laws and Regulations Related to Disability and
Special Education

= Preparation of Special Education Teachers
= Parent Training

= Counseling and Rehabilitation
= Mental Health and disability
= Disability and Health Care

= Occupational Therapy

= Nutrition and Disability

= Disability Support Services

= Transition Services

= Recreation Services

= Assistive Technology

= Least Restrictive Environment
= Inclusion

= Universal Design

= Disability and Higher Education
= Research and Disability

= Applied Behavior Analysis

= Positive Behavior Support

= Evidence Based Interventions
= Response to Interventions

= Disability and Media

= Disability and Economy

= Employment and Disability

= Sexuality and Disability

= Quality of life and Disability

= Other Areas of Disability and Special
Education.
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Types of Articles the Journal Publishes

The journal primarily publishes the following

types of articles:

= Field and experimental researches: including
qualitative and quantitative studies, large
group or single-subject design studies.

= Theoretical researches, including compre-
hensive and critical analyses of researches
in one or more areas of disability and
special education.

= Book Reviews: the review should summa-
rize the contents of the book and be
written in an engaging scholarly discussion
style. Reviews will undergo review by the
Book Review Editor.

The Logo

Our logo symbolizes empowerment through
knowledge. The logo design is inspired by two
opposite signs: disability sign (wheelchair) and
control or “ability” sign (cogwheel). The logo
consists of an open book united with sprocket
wheel to form a wheelchair without the stigma
of disability. We replaced the traditional form
of a wheelchair by replacing the shape of
a person sitting on the wheelchair as
a disabled to the shape of an open book
symbolizes knowledge. We also replaced the
wheel of a wheelchair which symbolizes
disability (as a disability sign) with a sprocket
wheel which symbolizes ability and control (as
a control and “ability” sign). In total, our logo
depicts that the knowledge that we create and
disseminate through the Saudi Journal of
Special Education (SJSE) will contribute to
transforming disability into ability. We used the
color of King Saud University's logotype to
signify our pride of belonging to the first
university in the Arab world to establish an
academic department for special education.
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Submission Policies and Procedures

Submissions to the Saudi Journal of Special
Education (SJSE) must comply with the following
policies and procedures:

= The journal has an open submissions policy,
submission of original manuscripts will be
accepted at any time.

= The journal accept manuscripts written in
Arabic or English.

= The journal does not accept manuscripts that
under review by other journals or consid-
eration for publication elsewhere.

= The journal publishes original manuscripts
and does not accept previously published or
concurrent  manuscripts  that  essentially
describe the same subject matter.

= The journal only accept manuscripts that are
consistent with the aims and scope of the
journal.

= The journal committed to the standards of the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). The
journal has a zero-tolerance policy for any
type of infringements of COPE’s ethical stand-
ards. Manuscripts submitted to the journal
must adhere strictly to the COPE's ethical
standards.

= Submission of the manuscript must be by one
of the authors. Submission must be with the
approval of all authors. The final version of the
manuscript must be approved in writing by all
authors.

= Submission of the manuscript must be electr-
onically through the online manuscript subm-
ission system established by King Saud
University (http://prsjksu.edu.sa). Under certain
circumstances, such as the inability to complete
the online submission for some technical
reason, the manuscript can be submitted as
an attached file by e-mail to the journals
address (SJSE@ksu.edu.sa).

= The journal's preferred length for manuscript
is 4000-8000 words (15-30 pages).

= The journal follows the APA Editorial Style
(Publication Manual of the American Psycho-
logical Association, 6th Edition) as outlined in
the template.

= For more information and further details,
please visit the journals website at
http://www.sjse ksu.edu.sa
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The Review Process and Publishing at The Saudi Journal
of Special Education

The Saudi Journal of Special Education
(SJSE) strive to ensure that all manuscripts
receive fast and objective evaluation
through the adoption of the following three
stages:

The first stage: Receiving the manu-
script

The manuscript must be submitted electro-
nically through the online manuscript subm-
ission system established by King Saud
University (http:/prsjksu.edusa). Under certain
circumstances, such as the inability to com-
plete the online submission for some tech-
nical reason, the manuscript can be subm-
itted as an attached file by e-mail to the
journal's address (SJSE@ksu.edusa). The
author will be notified about the successful
submission within three days of manuscript
submission by receiving an automatic resp-
onse text message or an email confirmation
acknowledging receipt of the manu-script.
Once the manuscript is submitted, the
process of peer review begins immediately
with the manuscript is assigned a manuscript
reference number to be used for all future
correspondences. An initial  screening is
carried out to check that all the necessary
forms associated with the submission, such
as the declaration of intellectual property
form, have been received. The manuscript will
also be run through plagiarism detection
software (eg, Turnitin, iThenticate, Qarnet,
Plagiarism Detector) to verify originality. The
journal has a zero tolerance policy towards
plagiarism; therefore identifying any copy-
right violation or infringement will result in the
rejection of the manuscript without further
review. When the initial screening is comp-
leted successfully, the manuscript will be sent
to a member of the associate editors for
preliminary evaluation.
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The second stage: Peer review
This stage consists of three steps as follows:

The first step: Preliminary Evaluation

The manuscript will be preliminarily evaluated by
one of the journal's associate editors for compliance
with the journal's policies and guidelines. If the
manuscript does not meet the journal's require-
ments, it will be rejected and returned within ten
working days to the author with an explanation for
its rejection. If the manuscript adhering to journal
requirements, it will enter a blind peer review
process. The associate editor will assigned the
manuscript to two outside reviewers.

The second step: Peer-review

The manuscript will be critically peer reviewed by
three reviewers. The associate editor (who has
preliminary evaluated the manuscript) and two
outside reviewers with expertise in the topics
covered in the manuscript. Reviewers are requ-
ested to evaluate the manuscript and complete
the review form within three weeks.

The third step: Decision of the Associate
Editors

Based on the reviewers' evaluation and recomm-
endations, the associate editors make a decision to
reject, request revisions and resubmissions, or
accept the manuscript for publishing. In cases
where the associate editors disagree in their
decision-making, the judgment of the associate
editor who has preliminary evaluated the manus-
cript will be the tiebreaker. Within two days of the
decision being made, the author will receive a
comprehensive report including the journal's final
decision and reviewers comments on the manu-
script.

The third stage: Publication

When the decision to accept the manuscript for
publication is taken, the author will receive galley
proofs (in PDF format) of the edited manuscript
for final checking and confirmation. An electronic
version of the manuscript will be published as
Online First on the journal's website within three
weeks. The paper version of the manuscript will
be included in the next issue of the journal. The
author will receive a publication notice and will
be provided with a PDF file of the published
manuscript.
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Call for Manuscripts
Issue No.26, 27 & 28 - April 2023

The Saudi Journal of Special Education (SJSE) is
pleased to invite researchers in the field of special
education and disability to submit their
manuscripts for publishing in Issue No. 26, 27, & 28
of the Journal which is scheduled to be published
on April 2022. Publishing with the SJSE is an
opportunity for researchers to present and share
their latest research in a high quality peer-
reviewed journal that provide readers and
researchers with easy access to the information,
along with various benefits. Such as;

= Commitment to upholding the highest level of
publication ethics.

= Using effective editorial management system
that facilitates communication between
authors, reviewers, and the editorial office.

= All published articles are open access and
accessible to everyone anywhere in the world
to reach out to a broader readership.

= All published articles is issued in both online
and print version.

= Rapid electronic publication, which makes
accepted articles published Online First within
five working days of final acceptance. Articles
can be cited immediately after online
publication as each article will be assigned a
unigue permanent Digital Object Identifier
(DOD. The Online First version of an article is a
published version that provide the fastest
mean for reaching to the largest number of
reader in very short duration around the globe.

= All published articles will be indexed in major
Abstracting/Indexing databases.

= Issue of the Cetrtificate for each published article.

The SJSE not only publish articles, but also
promote them. We will be delighted to receive
your recent manuscript for publication in the
SJSE. For more information, visit the official
website of the journal http://www.sjse ksu.edu.sa.
It is appreciated if you could circulate this this
information about the SJSE to your known
interested colleagues or fellow researchers.
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The Level of Knowledge of Female Learning Difficulties Teachers about Mathematical
Thinking Patterns in Jeddah City

Mrs. Lujain Mahmoud Sindi®"

Abstract: The study aimed to identify the level of knowledge of female teachers of students with learning difficulties” awareness about
mathematical thinking patterns in the Jeddah City. The sample was composed of (30) female teachers of students with learning difficulties at
public education schools in Jeddah. A descriptive survey approach was used in this study to collect the data. A measurement for
mathematical thinking patterns was designed by the researcher, as a data collection tool, and then administered to the female teachers of
students with learning difficulties. The findings of the study revealed that the level of knowledge of female teachers in mathematical thinking
patterns was low; and the most common patterns of mathematical thinking with the sample were visual thinking, creative thinking, deductive
and critical thinking, respectively.

Based on the findings of the study, a number of recommendations and programs were introduced; the most prominent recommendations
were: conducting training programs to develop mathematical thinking patterns with teachers of students with learning difficulties would be
important; and the Ministry of Education should pay attention to the recruitment of teachers in training programs and specialized workshops
that should be done by field specialists.

Key Words: Learning Disabilities, Mathematics, Dyscalculia.
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Advances in Good Behavior Game Implementation for Students with Emotional and
Behavioral Disorders in educational settings: A Narrative Systematic Review

Mrs. Israa Abdulaziz Alsuhaibani’, and Dr. Nora Abdulaziz Altaweel®

Abstract: Good Behavior Game (GBG) has been studied extensively to improve classroom practices and manage
problem behaviors particularly for students with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD). Considering the most recent
meta-analysis published in 2014, the current narrative systematic review is to extend the previous work in synthesizing and
understanding the research advances in the implementation of GBG for students with EBD in educational settings. The
review followed the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines, resulting
in a total of 29 studies eligible for inclusion. An interactive coding system of variables associated with GBG implementation
and effects was developed. On the basis of data analysis, four themes emerged concerning the areas of advances including the
classroom in which GBG was implemented (e.g., classroom nomination and intervention provider); substantial GBG
procedures (e.g., classroom rules and GBG winning criterion); accompanying strategies; and the effects of GBG. Some
explanations of the narrative data extracted have been discussed, indicating some implications for research and practice.

Keywords: Good Behavior Game, Emotional and Behavioral Disorder, educational Setting, classroom management.
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The Readiness of Teachers of Learning Disabilities Programs
to Apply Universal Design for Learning

Mrs. Hana Zaied Alamari", and Prof. Norah Ali Alkatheery®

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the readiness of learning disabilities teachers to apply Universal Design for learning
(UDL) by identifying the attitudes and needs of teachers to use this design and clarifying the constraints that limit the application
from their experienced perspectives. The two researchers applied the qualitative approach using individual semi-structured
interviews as a study tool. Preliminary open questions were prepared for the interviews. Nine teachers were interviewed, those who
work in learning disabilities programs in public elementary schools at Riyadh of the nine educational offices for girls (one teacher
from each office). The main results of this study are: there are positive attitudes of participants towards applying (UDL) despite the
lack of awareness. There are many needs, including the need for intensive vocational training for female teachers concerning (UDL),
the need for various environmental and educational resources, such as technology, educational and other means, the need for
administrative and organizational support such as supplying an assistant teacher and reducing the students' numbers in public
classrooms. The results also indicated many constraints that limit the application of (UDL), including obstacles of professional
development (e.g., poor awareness and lack of vocational training), environmental obstacles (e.g., lack of environmental and
classroom resources and possibilities, including technology and others), administrative and organizational constraints (e.g., lack of
incentives, poor cooperation, tiny numbers of female teachers), obstacles in methods and curriculums (e.g., the use of traditional
learning methods in the classroom, a gap between the public education curriculum and the learning disabilities program curriculum),
difficulty in the general curriculum and its incompatibility with the abilities of students with learning disabilities with moderate and
severe learning disabilities.

Keywords: Universal Design for Learning, Learning Disabilities, Teacher Readiness, Attitudes, Needs, Disabilities, Awareness.
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Abstract: The current study aims identify the most the most important challenges facing graduate students in writing
theses in the departments of special education in Saudi universities, and the challenges was: (challenges related to the
program, courses, supervisor, and student). The study was applied to (175) male and female graduate students (Master's and
PhD) in (12) public universities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia distributed over (5) educational areas, and a questionnaire
was used to identify those challenges. It was clear from the results that the most important challenges facing graduate
students in writing scientific theses in the special education departments in Saudi universities were represented in the
dimension of challenges related to the courses with an average of (3.59), followed by the dimension of challenges related to
the program (3.51), followed by the dimension of challenges related to the student (3.22), and finally came the dimension of
challenges related to the supervisor (3.22). Moreover, female student faces more challenges are related to supervisor, while
there are no significant differences according to the variables of major and path.
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Using Augmented Reality application for Teaching Functional Words to Elementary
School Students with Intellectual Disabilities

Mrs. Fatima Hezam Al-Qahtani’’, and Dr. Noora Shafi Al-Dawsari®

Abstract: The present study was designed to determine the effectiveness of using augmented reality (AR) application on
teaching reading functional words related to ordering at fast-food restaurants to three students with Intellectual disabilities,
aged between 12-13, in elementary schools. A multiple probe design across participants was used. The results indicated that
the augmented reality strategy (AR) application was effective as all participants were able to read all target words and
reached criterion in average of ten sessions. Results also showed that participants were able maintain the acquired skills with
99% accuracy. Social validity data showed that such strategy promoted independence as parents indicate that their daughters
were able to read the words independently across different sites. Overall, this study shows that functional reading instruction
can benefit students with Intellectual disabilities by promoting independence.

Keywords: augmented reality, functional reading, functional words, ordering skill, multiple probe design.
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Teachers' Experiences in Dealing with Sexual Behavioral Problems among Female
Students with Intellectual Disabilities: A Phenomenological Qualitative Study

Mrs. Huda Khalid Al-Zahrani”, and Dr. Khalid Mohammed Abu Alghayth®

Abstract: This study aimed to understand teachers’ experiences in dealing with sexual behavioral problems among
female students with intellectual disabilities in inclusion schools, types and reasons of sexual behavioral problems, and the
factors proposed by teachers that contribute to facing these problems from their point of view. The researchers used a
qualitative phenomenological approach to reach a deeper understanding of the phenomenon under investigation. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted with seven female teachers of female students with intellectual disabilities in the
inclusion schools in Makkah Al Mukarramah region. Data analysis yielded several themes: (a) dealing with sexual behavioral
problems according to the reasons, (b) according to the type of these problems, and (c) according to the nature of the
teachers. A number of sub-themes emerged under each main theme. Moreover, teachers suggested several factors that may
help control and decrease such sexual behavioral problems in schools. The suggested factors included some steps and
strategies for school administration, the Ministry of Education, and for families. In light of these results, recommendations
and suggestions were provided and discussed.

key words: Sexual behavioral problems, female special education teachers, female students with intellectual disability,
a qualitative study.
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